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LAND USE SUMMARY 

PRESENT CLUB CONDITIONS 

WATER MANAGEMENT 

ANNTE 1-.lASON POINT CLUB 

'Managed wetland 
Upland area 
Tu le berm 

TOTAL 

30 ac. 
6 ac . 

15 ac. 
51 ac. 
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Annie Mason Point Club i s a small lone club located on Buckley Is land. It is 
contained within a single levee surrounded by Grizz ly Bay to the north and Suisun 
Cutoff to the south. Structure A on the east side of the club functions as the 
main flood gate and brings water into the club via a perimeter ditch system. A 
system of interior ditches running from south to nort h further di stributes water to 
the pond. Structure B is used to drain the club into Grizzly Bay. Two small check 
dams (C and D) are l oca ted in the perimeter ditch. These structures aid in cir
culation by putting a head on the inlet water and forcing it to circulate across the 
club in a south to north direction. Removing the boards i n the dam enables the 
ditch to drain. 

VEGETATION 

An on-club survey in 1976 found the club to be composed predominantly of olney 
and hardstem bulrush in the lower areas and saltgras s in the higher areas. The 
1978 CA Dept. of Fish and Game aerial survey reported tule growth int:ermixed with 
the above vegetation. None of these plants has a relatively high use and selection 
value for waterfowl. 

Olney and hardstem bulrush are both sod forming perennials which grow along sloughs 
and in ditches containing water most of the year. They will invade ponds which are 
shallowly flooded year round and are indicative of fairly fresh wate r conditions. 
Tules are also couunon in permanent pond s . Their i ncreas e was probably due to the 
club's lack of water control at the time. 

SUMMARY 

Prior to 1978 , Annie Mason Point Club's vegetation largely consisted of non-
waterfowl food plant s . This was likely due to the club's lack of wa ter control at 
the time. Since then, the situation has greatly improved and the c 1 ub reports that 
it now has the water control s tructures and tight l evees necessary for proper water 
mana gement. 

FLOOD/DRAIN EVALUAT ION 

Due to limited access, an elevation survc·y was not done for thi. s club. That 
b ein g the case, the club's flood and drain capability could not be determined . How
ever, using some assumptions, it is apparent that as t he ponded area is very small, 

ga tes A and B would likely have to be only 24 11 in diameter to service this club 
effectively. Although s tructure B, the drain gate , mus t be set l ow enough to provide 
s ub sur face drainage of the pond. 

CLUB IMPROVEHENTS 

WATER MANAGEHENT 

Needed I mprovanents: It is, first of all , neces sar y that the club follows a 



.. 

regular program of water management; in this case t he a lkal i bulrush program is 
r ecommended to promote s uch growth as '"ell as f at hen and brass buttons. Consider
ing the generally poorer quality water in Suisun Bay, effective spring l each cycles 
performed within 30 days are required to establish and maintain suitable habitat. 

Proper water control necessitates inspection and maintenance of levees, ditches, 
and water control structures. Ditches need to be kept clear of vegetation blockages 
or silt build-ups to a llow circulation and drainage. For effective drainage, ditches 
should be at least 2.5 ft. deeper than the average pond bottom elevation a t the con
trolling tide gate, sloping to 1.5 ft. deep a t the most remote point in the pond. 
Water control structures should also be kept in working order. Levees require fre
quent inspection and attention to prevent major breaks from occurring. See the 
enclosed list of standard recommendations for more information on the maintenance and 
repair of water control facilities . 

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

Needed Improvements: The dense growth of undesirable vegetation in the pond 
needs to be reduced by burning and/or discing followed by flooding according to the 
water management schedule. Removing the old vegetation and turning over the soil 
provides a seed bed for the establishment of new vegetation 'vhich is more preferred 
by waterfowl. 

Emergent pond vegetation should be mowed to create open pond areas which are 
attractive to over-wintering waterfowl in the Suisun Mar sh . The extent and pattern 
of mowing is left to the desires of the club. Close-cutting of tules and olney 
bulrush prior to fall flooding is an effective method of setting back their gr owth. 

Levee vegetation should be mowed, as necessary, to facilitate access · for main
tenance reasons. This should be done after J une 1st to lessen disruption of pheasant 
and waterfowl nesting. 
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land habitat . 
2) Recreation . 

1) Hildlife wet
land habitat . 

1) Root i ng depth re 
stricted by high water 
table. 
2) Re quires drainage an 
leaching of soi l salts 
fo r proper management. 
3) Levees and tidegates 
a re necessary for water 
cont r ol . 
4) Only sal t tolerant 
vegetat ion should be 
managed for. 

1) Strongly saline 
land type 
2) Mud flats, sub · 
ject to tida l inunda
tion. 
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